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two extremities, which made the bow of the bay, was
about eight miles. Half a mile from the shore rose the
islet, which somewhat resembled the carcase of a gigantic
whale. Its extreme breadth was not more than a quarter
of a mile.
Opposite the islet, the beach consisted first of sand,
covered with black stones, which were now appearing little
by little above the retreating tide. The second level was
separated by a perpendicular granite cliff, ternmaated at
the top by an unequal edge at a height of at least 300 feet
It continued thus for a length of three miles, ending
suddenly on the right with a precipice which looked as if
cut by the hand of man. On the left, above the pro-
montory, this irregular and jagged cliff descended by a
long slope of conglomerate rocks till it mingled with the
ground of the southern point. On the upper plateau of
the coast not a tree appeared. It was a flat table-land
like that above Cape Town at the Cape of Good Hope,
but of reduced proportions; at least so it appeared seen
from the islet However, verdure was not wanting to the
right beyond the precipice. They could easily distinguish
a confused mass of great trees, which extended beyond the
limits of their view. This verdure relieved the eye, so
long wearied by the continued ranges of granite, Lastly,
beyond and above the plateau, in a north-westerly direction
and at a distance of at least seven miles, glittered a white